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District 5M-10 Celebrates Its
First New Club Since 2017

Tower Soudan Lake Vermilion (TSLV) Lions
Club is officially chartered and ready to
serve. The celebration marked an
especially meaningful milestone for
District 5M-10: TSLV is the district’s first
newly chartered club since the Chisholm
Lions Club was established in 2017.

Friends, family, fellow Lions and district
leaders gathered to welcome the charter
members into the Lions family. The
evening celebrated more than the
beginning of a new club - it celebrated
people choosing to come together, serve
their communities and build something
new under the promise, We Serve.

President Kristine Jonas and Vice President
Alyssa Mundle-Johnson will help lead the
new club as its charter members begin
creating their own traditions, projects and
identity. Every new club brings new ideas,
new energy and new opportunities for
service, and TSLV represents an exciting
new chapter in the story of District 5M-10.

WECOME TO 5M-10, 
TSLV! 

FOLLOW
TSLV



HELLO LIONS!

I HOPE EVERYONE HAD A GREAT SUMMER. I’VE STARTED MY CLUB
VISITS AND WOULD LIKE TO THANK THOSE CLUBS WHO I’VE
ALREADY VISITED FOR THEIR AWESOME HOSPITALITY. I LOOK
FORWARD TO SEEING MANY MORE OF YOU SOON. 

LET’S TALK BRIEFLY ABOUT OUR DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM. DID
YOU KNOW THAT OUR DISTRICT CABINET HAS 69 POSITIONS? THESE
POSITIONS ARE HELD BY A TOTAL OF 39 LIONS AS SOME
INDIVIDUALS WEAR MORE THAN ONE HAT. FROM SERVICE IDEAS TO
NEW MEMBER RECRUITING TO CHAIRPERSONS FOR OUR AWESOME
LIONS FOUNDATIONS AND ENDORSED CHARITIES, EVERY CABINET
MEMBER IS HERE FOR ONE REASON: TO STRENGTHEN YOUR CLUB.
PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO REACH OUT TO US IF WE CAN HELP YOU
OR YOUR CLUB IN ANY WAY. 

IF YOU ARE ON SOCIAL MEDIA, PLEASE LIKE/FOLLOW OUR DISTRICT
PAGES BY SEARCHING @5M10LIONS ON FACEBOOK OR @LIONS5M10
ON INSTAGRAM. AND BE SURE TO JOIN OUR FACEBOOK GROUP
“LIONS DISTRICT 5M10 MEMBERS GROUP” TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR DISTRICT.  

THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING YOU DO IN THE NAME OF LIONISM!

                                      DG STEVE
                                      STEVEKAJALA@GMAIL.COM
                                      218-750-0310

A new Lions year begins: IPDG Tom Antikainen passes the gavel to 2026-2027 District Governor Steve Kajala.

A Message from the District Governor
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Starting the Lions
Year Strong in
Sioux Lookout

The Sioux Lookout Lions have been
busy! Since our last newsletter, our
club has completed more fundraisers,
service projects and community
donations than we could possibly fit
into one update, so we’re starting
fresh with news from the new Lions
year.
Several of our service projects
continue throughout the year.
Through Recycle for Sight, we collect
donated eyeglasses and make
deliveries several times a year to a
CLERC location in Thunder Bay. Our
Celebration Fundraiser offers yard
signs for special occasions and has
raised $450 so far toward our $1,000
goal by mid-October. Members also
bring non-perishable food items to
each general meeting, with donations
delivered to the local food bank every
month.
The new Lions year kicked off with
one of our biggest community
traditions—Canada Day! It’s always a
busy, crazy and fun day, and this year
winds topping 45 km/h made things
even more interesting. Unfortunately,
the weather meant no fireworks that
evening. A Restricted Fire Zone
followed, and we’re still working to
reschedule the postponed display.
We also held a weekend yard sale with
items donated by Lions and friends to
support our administration fund.
Without even advertising it as a Lions
event, the sale raised approximately
$1,800, giving our administrative
account a terrific boost.
Our Lions were back in the community
for the grand opening of PACE, where
we hosted a BBQ and served 200
burgers and hot dogs.
The annual Blueberry Festival brought
another full day of service. At the
Trade Show, Lions provided KidSight 

vision screenings for 56 children, with seven referred for follow-up.
Then it was time for some fun! We joined Blueberry Bert’s Birthday Party
with our bouncy tent, dino ride, freezies, cotton candy and new bubble
pool. We even added a Celebration sign display in honor of Bert’s big day.
And there’s plenty more ahead. We’ll be hosting a dinner for the local
Legion’s meat draw, beginning sales for our 50/50 draw and selling our
newly arrived Green Capes calendars in support of the Lions Foundation
of Dog Guides. We’re also looking forward to welcoming District Governor
Steve Kajala for a visit in September. 
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A Summer of Service in Bemidji

L I O N S  C L U BBemidji

Greetings from the Bemidji Lions Club! It has been an action-
packed summer filled with service, fundraising, fellowship and
plenty of opportunities to make a difference in the Bemidji
community.
Club members kicked off the season by cleaning up Highway 71
South through the club’s roadside cleanup efforts. Lions also
served brats and chips to coaches and staff representing high
school teams from across northern Minnesota during the Lions
Invitational Track Meet.
Of course, Bemidji Lions know their way around a griddle! In
May, the club held its annual FlapJack Breakfast fundraiser at a
local church. June brought even more pancakes as Lions helped
with both the Farm Bureau Breakfast at the fairgrounds and the
annual Fishing Has No Boundaries event.
One of the summer’s biggest highlights was the club’s donation
of more than $36,000 to Greenwood Cemetery to assist with
damage caused by the June 2025 storm.
Fundraising efforts continued with the launch of the club’s
largest annual fundraiser—the ATV Raffle. Tickets are being sold
for a chance to win a new Polaris ATV or $5,000 cash, with the
lucky winner to be drawn in November. The ATV even made an
appearance in Bemidji’s Fourth of July parade, where the Lions
mascot rode aboard the club’s newly painted trailer.
The Lions also helped serve food during the “Night We Light”
event and celebrated a very successful DeFeet Walk in early
June, which drew several hundred participants. June was also a
time to celebrate the club itself during its annual Awards
Banquet, where members were recognized for their
accomplishments and service.
Vision screenings remained an important focus throughout the
spring and early summer, with Lions providing screenings at
area schools and other locations. Members also found time for
some fellowship, gathering along the shores of beautiful Lake
Irving for the club’s annual picnic in early August.
And the Bemidji Lions aren’t slowing down.
The club’s budget for the coming fiscal year includes donations
to 40 charities throughout the community. Members are also
working toward establishing a Leo Club with the local high
school, a Campus Club with Bemidji State University and a
Branch Club with Sanford.
With 87 members and several promising new Lions joining the
ranks, the club continues to look toward the future while building
on a remarkable tradition of service.
It’s an exciting time to be a Lion in the Bemidji community!
— Leon Nelson, Club Secretary

DONATED TO
GREENWOOD CEMETERY
FOR STORM DAMAGE
RECOVERY$36,000

Our Lion mascot in the July 4th Parade
on the club's newly painted trailer!

Bemidji Lions Club
representatives at

Greenwood Cemetery.

NORTH OF ORDINARY | SEPTEMBER 2026



Throughout this journey, we have learned what it truly
means to be Lions. We have built a stronger foundation
for a sustainable club while growing not only as
volunteers, but also as leaders,individuals and friends.

In addition to serving our community, our members have
invested time attending district events, conferences, and
leadership training to deepen their understanding of
Lionism and strengthen our ability to serve. These
experiences have connected us with Lions from across
the region, sparked new ideas, and reminded us that 

The possibilities are truly endless when people
come together with a heart for service.

Between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026, the Chisholm
Lions Club proudly logged 955.52 volunteer hours,
contributed $6,575 back to our community, supported
numerous local organizations and community events
through in-kind donations, and helped keep Chisholm
beautiful through our Adopt-a-Highway and Longyear
Lake Walking Trail cleanups.

These accomplishments are especially meaningful
because they reflect just how far we’ve come. Over the
past two years, we have worked tirelessly to restructure
and strengthen the Chisholm Lions Club, and we are
thrilled and honored to see that hard work paying off.

Since January 2025 our club has grown by 12 members.
As our club continues to grow, so do that opportunities
we have to serve. We are proud to continue expanding
community traditions like our Back-to-School
Community Event, Polar Bear Days Pajama Party and
our growing Lake Street Vendor Shows. These events
bring neighbors together, strengthen community
connections, and allow us to live out our motto: We
Serve.

This year, we were honored to partner with the United
Way during their Day of Action. Together, we sponsored
and installed the Born to Learn Trail along the Longyear
Lake Walking Trail and completed a home improvement
project for a Chisholm resident. Both projects reflected
our commitment to improving our community through
hands-on service.

Community celebrations are some of our favorite ways
to serve. We had a wonderful time participating in
Bringing Light to Chisholm, which I proudly describe as
our town's very own Hallmark movie event. By
providing transportation between the downtown
festivities and the Minnesota Museum of Mining, we
helped connect neighbors, families, and friends
throughout the celebration. We are honored to
participate in community events like Polar Bear Days
and Lake Street Trick-or-Treat, that create
opportunities for local businesses, organizations, and
residents to come together while strengthening the
sense of community that makes Chisholm so special.

In August we had the opportunity to participate in Doc
Moonlight Graham Days. We provided concessions at
the Ghost Players game, participated in the parade, and
assisted the Chisholm Chamber with Bouncin’ Around
Downtown. We are especially proud to be a sponsor of
this year’s fireworks display and enjoyed celebrating
alongside our community.
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THE CHISHOLM LIONS ARE STRONGER THAN EVER

More members. More Service.
More Opportunities.
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Members of the Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation (MNLDF) Board visited Dr. Melanie Graham's
laboratory at the University of Minnesota on July 31. Dr. Graham's lab conducts research in transplant
immunology and xenotransplantation at the Schulze Diabetes Institute. Researchers study promising
treatments and vaccines before they advance to human clinical trials. Non-human primates are used
in this research because their genetic, biological, physiological, and behavioral characteristics closely
resemble those of humans. This work is essential to advancing our understanding of disease and
developing new treatments that may one day lead to a cure for diabetes. 
The primates receive enrichment activities designed to keep them active, healthy, and engaged. They
also participate in aspects of their own care, helping to build trust between the animals and staff while
reducing stress. These practices contribute to improved animal well-being and more reliable research
outcomes. During the visit, board members observed a dedicated and caring team committed to both
animal welfare and scientific advancement.
The Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation is currently funding four research projects at the University
of Minnesota: 

Transplanting adult islet cells to cure Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes without the need for anti-
rejection drugs (Dr. Bernhard Hering). 
Identifying potential organ transplant candidates who may benefit from clinical trials involving
human antibody reactivity to pig antigens (Dr. Bernhard Hering). 
Determining why autoimmune diabetes develops in mice (Dr. Brian Fife). 
Controlling the inflammatory immune cells that destroy insulin-producing cells and contribute to
Type 1 diabetes (Dr. Brian Fife). 

One of the primary fundraising programs of the Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation is the Dream
Catcher Award. These awards recognize individuals and organizations whose service and financial
support help Lions and the Foundation pursue their goals in diabetes research, treatment, and
education. Dream Catcher Awards are a major source of revenue for the Foundation. As of July 1,
2025, a total of 1,453 Dream Catcher Awards had been presented. Each award represents a $1,000
contribution to the Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation. 
One of the earliest medical research projects supported by both the Duluth Lions Club and the
MNLDF involved porcine islet cell research. The goal was to harvest islet cells from medically bred pigs
and transplant them into human patients. Today, that pioneering work has advanced to clinical trials
involving individuals with Type 1 diabetes mellitus. This research provides a promising new option for
patients who continue to experience unstable blood glucose levels despite long-term disease
management. 
The Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation sincerely thanks its supporters for their commitment to
diabetes research and for helping bring us closer to a cure. 
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Dream Catcher Award
To qualify for a Dream Catcher

Award, a Lions Club or individual
must have accumulated $1000
in donations to the Minnesota

Lions Diabetes Foundation, Inc..

The Minnesota Lions Diabetes Foundation was founded by the
Lions Clubs of Minnesota and their dedicated volunteer

members who are strongly committed to improving the lives
of people with diabetes by raising funds and collaborating
with partners to do diabetes research, diabetes education,
and sponsor preventative health activities that provide a

caring and valued community service while helping to find a
cure for diabetes. 
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Lions Clubs adopted the official motto “We Serve” in 1954 — but it wasn’t the
only idea! Lions submitted more than 6,000 suggestions in an international

contest to choose the organization’s motto.
More than 70 years later, those two little words still sum up what Lions do pretty

perfectly.
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Comfort Inn & Suites 
8570 Rock Ridge Dr, Mountain Iron, MN 55768
(218) 741-7411

Full Name:

Full Name:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

Club Name:

Lion

Lion

Leo

Leo

M E A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  

First Convention? First-time attendees will enjoy complimentary meals!

Hospitality Book Package (Includes All Four Meals) – Please Indicate Quantity Needed
Early Bird Pricing: Prior to December 15  - $75:th After December 15  - $95:th

Total # of Hospitality Books: Total Amount: $
Individual Meals:

Early Bird: Prior to December 15  th

Friday Night Mixer - $20:
Saturday Breakfast - $15:
Saturday Lunch - $15:
Governor's Banquet - $25:

After December 15  th

Friday Night Mixer $25:
Saturday Breakfast $20:
Saturday Lunch - $20:
Governor's Banquet - $30:

Total # of Individual Meals: Total Amount: $

 

Standard Room $149/Night
Call to reserve and say you are a Lion!

R E G I S T R A T I O N  F O R M

H O T E L  I N F O R M A T I O N

P A Y M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N

Pay via Check:
Make checks payable to Chisholm Lions Club
Mail check and registration form to:
Bailee Koehler 2027 Midwinter Convention
PO Box 21, Chisholm, MN 55719

 

Pay via Zeffy -
Scan the corresponding QR code
to submit your payment
Email registration form to
lions5m10midwinter@gmail.com

 th 

Lions District 5M-10 2027 Midwinter Convention
January 22-23, 2027

Mt. Iron Community Center 
8566 Enterprise Drive South, Mountain Iron,MN 55768

Before December 15 AfterDecember 15  th

f o r  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  j o i n i n g  u s  f o r  S e r v i c e  a n d  F u n  S o u t h  o f  t h e  B o r d e r !
J o i n  t h e  L i o n s  D i s t r i c t  5 M 1 0  M e m b e r s  G r o u p  o n  F a c e b o o k  

i m p o r t a n t  c o n v e n t i o n  u p d a t e s ,  a n n o u n c e m e n t s ,  a n d  e v e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Fist-TimeAttendees, please submit your
registration form by email or mail.
No payment is required.



When we first started talking about bringing back a District 5M-10 newsletter, I said I was aiming for a
monthly publication. As it turns out, I may have slightly underestimated what goes into putting one of
these together!
Like most of you, Lionism is something I fit alongside work, family, community commitments and
everything else life throws our way. While putting together this first edition, I realized that asking our
clubs to submit something every month—and asking myself to turn it all into a newsletter every
month—may be a little excessive in our already demanding lives.
More importantly, I want North of Ordinary to be something worth opening.
District 5M-10 is home to 36 Lions clubs and 4 Leos clubs across Northeastern Minnesota and
Northwestern Ontario, and every one of those clubs has a story to tell.  I want this newsletter to be a
place where we can share those stories—where we learn from one another, celebrate each other's
successes, discover new ideas and see just how much Lions are accomplishing across our very large
district.

So, going forward, North of Ordinary will be published quarterly.
Please—share your successes, accomplishments and service with us! A submission does not have to
be a full-page article or a perfectly written story. Send a few photos from a service project. Tell me
about a member who deserves recognition. Introduce your newest Lions. Share a successful
fundraiser, an anniversary, an award, a creative idea that worked for your club or simply something
that made your members proud. Big or small, I want to hear about it.
If writing isn't your thing, that's okay too. Send me the information and photos. We can turn it into
something together.
Our publication schedule will be:

December issue; submission deadline November 15
March issue; submission deadline February 15

June issue; submission deadline May 15

That means submissions for our December issue are due November 15.
My hope is that North of Ordinary becomes more than a collection of club reports. I want it to be a
place where we share, enrich, learn and celebrate—and where a Lion in one corner of 5M-10 can see
what a club hundreds of miles away is doing and think, “Hey, we could do that too.”
This first edition has already reminded me just how much is happening throughout our district. Thank
you to everyone who contributed, answered my questions, sent photos and trusted me with your
stories.
Now keep them coming. There are 40 clubs in our district, and I want to hear from all of you.

In Service,
Bailee Koehler
Editor, North of Ordinary
District 5M-10 Cabinet Secretary
Lions5M10@gmail.com

NORTH OF ORDINARY | SEPTEMBER 2026

A Note from the Editor



